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NARRATIVE 
 

Baseline Gateway Apartment Community on Baseline (between Iverness Ave and Pierpont Dr.) 
 

 
The proposed apartment community on Baseline Rd. west of Pierpont Dr. in Mesa, AZ will consist of 348 
apartment homes on approximately 21.6 acres.  There will be 1, 2 & 3-bedroom unit types with the 
following mix:  1-bedroom 35%, 2-bedroom 51%, 3-bedroom 14%.   
 
The majority of apartment buildings are of 3-story configurations with a few 2-story buildings.  We favor 
smaller building footprints (primarily 4-plex) to keep the massing of the buildings at a comfortable scale 
that is pedestrian-friendly with more landscaped views and convenient circulation throughout the site.  All 
buildings will be of wood frame construction (type V-A or V-B) and provided with automatic fire 
sprinklers as required.  A great many of the units will face a grand and central open space which will 
contain the resort-style pool and activity center, the tot-lot playground area, dog-park, and quieter green 
spaces for passive enjoyment.  Many units also face the generously landscaped open spaces along the 
street frontages providing presence, activity, and natural surveillance for those streets. The community 
will be accessed from Baseline Rd on the south, and  Banner Gateway Dr. on the north – each with 
significant setbacks, landscaping, grand porte-cochere, and multiple pedestrian gates.   
   
Upon entry, our residents and their guests will be greeted by either grand porte-cochere which declares 
their arrival at this gated community of refined apartment homes and amenities.  The architecture will be 
an intentional and carefully measured combination of Spanish Colonial features and more contemporary 
elements to reflect the diversity of the region and compliment the surrounding neighborhood.  Some of 
the features which contribute to the sophistication of this style include rich earth-toned “S” roof tile; 
specific and limited locations of corbelled roof overhangs and cantilevered portions of buildings to 
accentuate their distinction amongst the combinations of high and low, hipped and gabled roof elements; 
round-top windows; wrought iron railing, and details.  The three-coat stucco system, characteristic of all 
Mark-Taylor projects, will be used throughout the project for its superior integrity and durability.  The 
finish materials and paint colors will be a coordinated combination of earth-tones and complimentary 
accents to coalesce the architectural styles.  The windows, both large and small, are consistent with the 
necessary privacy, potential view and natural lighting benefits of the spaces they serve.  The vast majority 
of mechanical units (with one exception at the maintenance bldg) are hidden from eye-sight and ear-shot 
in mechanical wells on the roof to improve the serenity and enjoyment of the grounds throughout the 
community.  The auxiliary buildings such as the detached garages, maintenance building, pool cabanas 
and ramadas will exhibit the same aesthetic style and attention to detail as the main buildings.  The quality 
of the design, materials and construction will be consistent with the excellence for which Mark-Taylor has 
become known as a premier multi-family home builder in the valley. 
 
The amenity building (clubhouse) will be approximately 10,000 s.f. and house the leasing office, 
residents’ business center, state of the art fitness center, and social/TV lounge for casual enjoyment or 
special events.  A large lagoon pool and spa will provide resort-like relaxation with surrounding ramadas, 
pool-side cabana, and outdoor lounge as the hub for gathering and entertainment.  There will also be a 
sand volleyball court or two for active play.  At the opposite end of the grand open-space is a dedicated 
dog park for the animal lovers, and a separate open area will provide a park-like setting with children play 
structures and nearby ramadas to accommodate family recreation.  Convenient barbequing locations will 
be located throughout the project.   
 
The community is favorably situated near shopping, schools, restaurants, and has convenient freeway 
access.  This project will provide much needed housing options in the area to accommodate the 
surrounding employment opportunities. 
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